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STATISTICAL SUMMARY, FISCAL YEAR 1954 


During the year ended 30 June 1954, the Armed Forces 
Medical Library: 


ACQUIRED 11,486 books, 76,645 serial pieces, and 1,687 new 
serial titles. 


CATALOGED 24,674 titles, of which 9,274 were recataloged 
works. 


WITHDREW 4,902 duplicate and out-of-scope volumes from the 
collection, 


SHELFLISTED 31,407 volumes. 


BOUND 8,898 volumes, and processed 19,495 volumes returned 
from bindery. 


ADDED 1,818 pictures and portraits to the Art Collection. 


PUBLISHED the annual AFML Catalog (1953) which contained 


——— 


16,032 main entries, 


CIRCULATED 186,339 volumes, of which 33,706 were borrowed 
by other libraries. 


ANSWERED 10,993 reference questions and compiled 474 bibli- 
ographies of some length. 


FILMED 1,553,371 pages in response to 97,316 photoduplica- 
tion orders. 


PURCHASED 850 old and rare items for the History of Medi- 
cine Division, 


PUBLISHED 107,897 items in the Current List of Medical Lit- 
erature from 1,498 journal titles being indexed. 
The total circulation of the Current List was 
just over 4,000; there were 1,465 subscribers in 
the United States and 622 abroad, for a total of 
2,087 paid subscriptions; there were 491 copies 
being sent to military installations and 921 
copies being exchanged for foreign journals; the 
balance is accounted for by depository library 
copies and single copy sales. 








Printing cost borne by the FRIENDS of the Armed Forces Medical Library. 
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SENT 85,028 cards to the printer, for incorporation in Vol- 
ume XI, Series 4, Index-Catalogue. 





SPENT $1,250,681 for all operations, including $915,588 for 
personnel salaries, $80,466 for the purchase of 
books and journals, and $68,387 for binding. 


EMPLOYED an average work force of 216 persons during the 
year, (For comparison: FY 1953, 230; FY 1952, 
229.) 


CURRENT LIST COVERAGE STUDIES 


It has always been the policy of the Armed Forces Medi- 
cal Library to make the coverage of the journal literature 
of military medicine and aviation medicine in the Current 
List of Medical Literature as nearly complete as possible. 
An analysis of this coverage has been made recently, with 
the help of a title list on punched cards furnished as one 
of the products of the Welch Medical Library Indexing Proj- 
ect. 





The Welch card file contains 6,925 titles. Of these, 
556 were rejected for various reasons, leaving a total of 
6,369 titles available for analysis. These 6,369 titles were 
divided into three groups: 


Substantive serials 4,454 
Congress proceedings 289 
Non-substantive serials 1,626 


Substantive serials were defined as those "containing some 
sort of original or informative material and which therefore 
might be assumed to be covered by indexes or abstracts." But 
of the 4,454 substantive serials, 301 were eliminated from 
further consideration on the basis that they were themselves 
indexing and abstracting organs. The remaining group of 
4,153 substantive serials is the group on which the coverage 
studies were made. 

These substantive serials were divided into two cate- 
gories: major and minor. A major military medical journal 
is one which carries the subject field as part of its title, 
or has over 30% of the articles of a typical volume devoted 
to the subject; a minor military medical journal is one 
which has at least 15% of its articles devoted to the sub- 
ject. In the Welch card file, 66 titles were coded as sub- 
stantive-major for military medicine, and 14 were coded as 
substantive-minor, for a total of 80 titles or 1.9% of the 
4,153 substantive (non-abstracting and non-indexing) titles. 

Of these 80 military medical titles, it was found that 
35 were being indexed in the Current List; this is 45% of 
the total. (Coverage of "major™ titles was 47%, of "minor" 
titles, 29%.) Up to this point, the analysis is essentially 
the same as that made by the Welch Medical Library Indexing 
Project. 


Further examination, however, revealed that 33 of the 
remaining 45 un-indexed titles were in fact non-indexible 
for the following reasons: 
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Non-article format (administrative reports, news notes) - 5 
Qut of scope (veterinary, Red Cross, nuclear science) - 8 
Ceased publication is 
Not currently received at AFML (ceased publication?) - 9 
Bibliographical (collected papers, book lists, etc.) 6 
Other (Congress proceedings, 2; not identified, 1) - 3 

On this basis, it would appear that the real batting 
average of the Current List is 35 out of 47, or 75%. Of the 
12 remaining titles, 6 have been added to the Current List 
since May 1954; the other 6 will not be indexed, largely be- 
cause of language problems. At the present time, therefore 
the Current List is indexing 41 out of a possible 47 titles, 
or a 

A similar analysis of the field of aviation medicine 
revealed a total of 17 titles. Of these, 7 were being in- 
dexed in the Current List (41%). Of the 10 remaining titles, 
7 were adjudged non-indexible; one title has subsequently 
been added to the Current List, and the 2 remaining titles 
are included in the 6 military medical titles mentioned 2- 
bove which cannot be indexed at the present time. It ap- 
pears, therefore, that the Current List is now indexing 8 
out of a possible 10 titles In the field of aviation medi- 
cine, or 80%. 

This study has certain interesting implications beyond 
the fields of military and aviation medicine. It points up, 
for one thing, how rapidly changing is the field of periodi- 
cal medical publications (few medical librarians will need 
proof of this); even the most recently compiled list has an 
amazingly short life. Moreover, and more important, it shows 
that a wide gap exists between the number of titles in ex- 
istence and the number of those which are actually "index- 
ible" or “abstractable." This is a fact which too many doom- 
criers, mourning the lack of adequate bibliographical con- 
trol, manage to overlook entirely. 

The difficulty of getting to the bottom of matters such 
as these is very great, despite the volume of available data 
The size of our universe is a fundamental difficulty; where- 
as the Welch list contains 4,454 substantive serials, the 
WHO-UNESCO list of 1953, World Medical Periodicals, lists 
3,908 titles, of which 3,483 are current. In the two compi- 
lations, only 2,211 titles have a common listing; there are 
2,243 titles in the Welch list not included in World Medical 
Periodicals, and there are 1,272 titles in World Wedical Pe- 
TiodicalsS not in the Welch list. The combined Lists would 
give a grand total of 5,726 titles. 

In considering only the fields of military and aviation 
medicine, the sample is too small, and perhaps too atypical, 
to permit rushing to wider conclusions. But just for the 
fun of it, let us calculate that in the two groups, only 55 
out of 95 titles were found to be indexible, or 58%. By 
taking 58% of the grand total of 5,726 titles,the total nunm- 
ber of titles in existence which are indexible is 3,322. 
Of these 3,322 titles, the Current List is presently cover- 
ing 1,473, or 44%. And not.a word has been said about the 
matter of quality of titles indexed versus quality of those 
not indexed. 
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EXHIBIT 


The Library's exhibit for the month of December is op 
the subject of "Saints and Medicine." Copies of many famoug 
paintings of medical interest are displayed. The outstand- 
ing feature is Rembrandt's etching of Christ healing the 
sick; this beautiful work has been lent by the National 
Gallery of Art. 

Belief in the healing power of protective saints, which 
became widespread in the 13th century and continued to play 
a prominent role in the treatment of disease for a long time 
thereafter, is illustrated by St. Apollonia, invoked against 
the toothache; St. Anthony and St. Benedict, who presided 
over ergotism; St. Agatha, patron saint of the breast; St, 
Sebastian, protector against plague; St. Lucy, patron saint 
of the eyes; Saints Cosmas and Damian, patrons of physiciang 
and apothecaries. St. Luke, St. Francis and others are also 
represented. 

The exhibit was prepared by Miss Helen H. Cambell, Head 
of the Art Section, with the help of Miss Frances Corrigan 
of the Photoduplication Section. The Library acknowledges 
the generous help of the National Gallery of Art and the 
Smithsonian Institution in furnishing pictures for this 
exhibit. 


GEORGE CLARK DUNHAM, 1887-1954 


George Clark Dunham, Major General, USA, retired Army 
Medical Corps expert on preventive medicine, died on 4 Octo= 
ber 1954. His career in the Army Medical Corps’ enriched 
both military and civilian medicine. He was’ the author of 
Military Preventive Medicine, new in its sixth edition and 
used extensively by medical schools and both military and 
civilian practitioners in preventive medicine. 





DIRECTOR'S ACTIVITIES 


Lt. Colonel Frank B.Rogers has accepted the invitation 
of the Director-General of UNESCO to become a member of the 
International Advisory Committee on Documentation and Ter- 
minology of Pure and Applied Sciences (IACDocTerPAS). 


On 18 November the Director delivered two addresses in 
Albany; one before the Alumni Day assembly of the Albany 
Medical College, and the second was the Vander Veer Lecture 
for 1954, sponsored by Nu Sigma Nu fraternity, Albany Chap- 
ter. Between talks, and in company with Dr. Emerson Crosby 
Kelly, the Director visited the Library of Albany Medical 
College (Miss Helen Fraser), the Library of the New York 
State Department of Health (Miss Anna M. Sexton), and the 
New York State Library (Dr. Charles F. Gosnell, Miss Heath 
Babcock). 


On 22 November the Director lunched with Dr. Winfred 
Overholser and spoke at a monthly staff meeting at Saint 
Elizabeths Hospital, Washington. 








